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We have come to know that children frequently say things that are far 
more profound and knowledgeable than they are given credit for.

Not so long ago, there was a popular show on 
television called, “Kids Say the Darndest 

Things”. The host would ask a question to a child 
(around the age of 3 to 8) who would usually 
respond in some “cute” way that often seemed 
strangely odd or perplexing to grownups.   As 
viewers we often found ourselves delighting in the 
humour of it all, and relating it to our own puzzling 
experiences with children.  The reality is, children 
have a unique way of seeing the world, and it isn’t 
uncommon for adults to find themselves a little 
puzzled by what they have to say.  

As parents, or educators, it can be easy to make 
assumptions about children’s ideas.  It is often the 
reason why we find ourselves clarifying children’s 
misunderstandings or teaching them the “right 
way” to do something.  We do this with the greatest 
intention. We do this because we want to support 
children as they develop an understanding about 
the world, and we believe this is an important 
responsibility.  However, we have come to know 
that children frequently say things that are far 
more profound and knowledgeable than they are 
given credit for. Their rapidly growing brains are 
connecting ideas, experiences and theories that 
push us, as adults, to keep up.

One of our preschool classrooms studied a book 
in the “Magic Tree House” series and a beloved 
character turned into a statue. We asked the 
children, “How would you help someone who was 
turned into a statue?”  Their responses revealed 
insights into their unique and diverse understanding 
of the world.  

Evan’s idea was to “put it in the oven to melt it”.  
This solution seems odd or puzzling if the statue 
is made of rock, however Evan understood that the 
statue was made of ice, and therefore his solution 
made perfect sense. Alex had the idea of holding 
the hand of the statue.  Her idea stemmed from 
her nurturing personality and her knowledge of 
rules from the game “frozen tag”, where players get 
turned into statues and then become “unfrozen” 
when they are touched.  “Tickle him” was offered 
up because when you tickle someone they move 
and are no longer a statue, because statues are 
still. Another child rationalized that you could “use 
a [magic] wand” (see drawing on left), because if 
magic got our character into this mess, then magic 
could get him out.  Over and over children displayed 
their intelligence by finding meaningful and creative 
solutions to the same problem.  And every solution 
given helped us understand and respect the thought 
process of individual children. 

At London Bridge we are eager to understand 
children’s ideas and to seek out the deeper meaning 
that is often hidden between their words.  We 
observe and listen to children closely. We do so with 
the intent to appreciate the children in our care, 
rather than to correct them. This practice provides 
us with greater clarity about what the child knows, 
what is important to them, and who they are as 
unique individuals.
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From Confusion to Clarity: Respecting  
the Thought Process of Children

Each moment in a child’s life presents unique possibilities for learning. 
Children continuously marvel at the wonders of the world, and through their 
relentless pursuit to make discoveries they help us see the potential that 
exists all around us. At London Bridge we beleive in the competencies of all 
children and understand that when we support them in their growth today, 
the possibilities for tomorrow are endless.


