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At London Bridge we understand the powerful impact that the 
environment has on all of us and we give great attention and care 
to the spaces that we create for young children.

 nyone who has ever been to a shopping mall knows 
 that the environment gives you plenty of information 
about how to behave simply by the way it is set up. The 
way items are displayed and presented, how walk-ways 
are arranged, even the type of music that gets played, all 
convey a message about what you should and should not 
do in that space. If a store has a push cart or basket at the 
entrance, it tells me that I am encouraged to pick things up 
and fill it. If there are no baskets at the entrance but there 
are glass shelves filled with delicate things and slow quiet 
music playing in the background, my brain tells me to move 
slowly and keep my hands still. As adults, some of these 
behaviours have certainly been learned, but others are 
intuitive. Wide open spaces inspire me to run or move my 
body; low lighting and quiet music tell me to slow down; 
a tray of cookies in the middle of the table invite me to 
take one.

But the environment around us does more than simply tell 
us how to move and whether or not to touch, it can inspire 
us, engage our senses, make us want to linger. It can give 
us information about how the world works and offer us 
exciting challenges.   

At London Bridge we understand the powerful impact 
that the environment has on all of us and we give great 
attention and care to the spaces that we create for young 
children. The environments that we offer stem from a solid 
set of beliefs that we have about what children deserve.

We believe that all learning happens in relationship and 
that children should feel a sense of belonging, therefore 
our classroom environments are not carbon copies of each 
other. Rather, each room is a reflection of the people who 
spend their days in that space. Rooms are aesthetically 
pleasing, comfortable, homelike and thoughtfully arranged 
and inspired by the children’s own interests. Photographs 
of the children, their families and their work are present 
throughout their room. There are comfortable spaces 

that offer children a place to pause and be alone as well as 
spaces to gather together and collaborate with others.

We believe that children should be free to explore, make 
discoveries and have endless opportunities to express 
their ideas so we offer a wide variety of accessible, inviting 
materials. We create spaces where children can explore 
uninterrupted for long periods of time, build on ideas and 
use materials in a variety of ways.

We believe that all children are full of potential and have 
a strong desire to learn. Research concurs that children’s 
brains are built for learning. The way in which an 
environment is set up can have a strong impact on whether 
a child is overwhelmed, frustrated and board or captivated, 
inspired, delighted and challenged.

At London Bridge we agree that the environments we 
create for young children are a greater reflection of what 
we believe about them and concur with Anita Olds when 
she said,

“Children are miracles.
We must remember it is our job;
To create,
With reverence and gratitude,
 A space that is worthy of a miracle.”

Anne Marie Coughlin, Program Director
London Bridge Child Care Services Inc.

The Role of the Environment 
on Children’s Learning

Each moment in a child’s life presents unique possibilities for learning. 
Children continuously marvel at the wonders of the world and through their 
relentless pursuit to make discoveries they help us to see the potential that 
exists all around us. At London Bridge we believe in the competencies of all 
children and understand that when we support them in their growth today, 
the possibilities for tomorrow are endless.


