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Setting up invitations is a way to peek curiosity, engage children, enable them to make 
choices and offer sources of inspiration across a wide variety of learning domains.

Each moment in a child’s life presents unique possibilities for learning. 
Children continuously marvel at the wonders of the world and through their 
relentless pursuit to make discoveries they help us to see the potential that 
exists all around us. At London Bridge we believe in the competencies of all 
children and understand that when we support them in their growth today, 
the possibilities for tomorrow are endless.

 hen I was a young child, there was little that excited 
 me more than being invited to someone’s birthday 
party. I can still remember the feeling of receiving little 
balloon encrusted invitations that explained the details 
and started me on the countdown to the big day. Although 
these days, invitations usually come through thoughtfully 
recorded phone messages and not carton covered cards, I 
still get just as excited when they come.

There is something rather special about receiving an 
invitation to something. It says that someone is interested 
in being with you and wants you to be included. It says 
that they know you well enough to think that you might 
enjoy being a part of this. The other significant thing about 
receiving an invitation is that you get to choose whether 
or not to accept it. If it is something that seems exciting 
or intriguing to you, you say yes. If you think it might be a 
little boring or if it holds no interest to you, you can decline.

At London Bridge, we understand that learning happens 
best when children are interested and when they have 
opportunities to make their own decisions. It is for this 
reason that we use the idea of invitations when we set up 
learning environments. We know that when children have 
questions about things they have a natural desire to find the 
answer. Setting up invitations is a way to peek curiosity, 
engage children, enable them to make choices and offer 
sources of inspiration across a wide variety of learning 
domains. By setting up the environment in a certain way, 
we can invite children to take up a particular challenge, 
collaborate with others, be by themselves and take a rest, 
discover new ways to use materials, play around with ideas 
or reflect back on their own experiences in order to build 
on them. When children accept an invitation to play in a 
certain area, it offers us an opportunity to learn more about 

that child and what interests them. We can observe how they 
work through ideas and solve problems. It helps us to learn 
more about what children know and know how to do and what 
things they are trying to figure out. Watching children in this 
way informs us how to continuously find new and interesting 
ways to set up invitations and build on children’s learning.

At London Bridge, we strive to create learning environments 
that engage and delight children, respect individuality and 
offer rich experiences that tap into their natural desire 
to learn. When children come to us we want them to feel 
that special feeling that comes with receiving a personal 
invitation. We want them to know – you are welcome here. 
We have thought about you and we really think you are 
going to like it here.
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The open ended nature of the materials offered in invitations such as 
this provide a myriad of possibilities for creativity, exploration and 
discovery and enable children to build on each others ideas and add 
layers of complexity to their own play.


