
Anything that comes across a child’s path 
can turn into a learning opportunity. 

Case in point: a group of preschoolers find 
an immense puddle in their play yard, a 
puddle so large it forces a group of their 
younger friends to stay indoors. Instead of 
allowing this puddle to interrupt access to the 
yard, this group of preschoolers see it as an 
opportunity. They decide to move the puddle.
 
Moving the puddle started with the 
suggestion of one child who cried out, “We 
can move the puddle to the drain!”, located on 
the other side of the yard. Quickly his friends 
joined him, as young children, like most 
people, have a strong desire to be together 
and also engaged in meaningful work. These 
young children illustrated how a group can 
rally around a good idea.
 
This idea was not without its challenges 
though.  Despite their efforts to move the 
puddle the water kept returning to its original 
spot; the slopes in the yard were too steep, 
the drain was too far away.  These barriers, 
however, did not stop them from trying to 
achieve their collective goal. They showed 
perseverance as they slowed down, spread 

out, tried out different strategies, shared 
ideas, and in the end were able to move the 
majority of the puddle across the yard.
 
Problem solving, collaboration, leadership, 
communication and team work are all skills 
valued in our world as adults. When our 
youngest citizens are given the opportunity 
to practice these skills in meaningful 
experiences, they become a community of 
thinkers with the potential to transform their 
Early  Childhood Learning Centre, and also 
the world.  
 
At London Bridge we marvel at the many 
moments children show us just how 
capable they are.  Instead of stepping in 
to solve problems, or stop an idea before 
it takes shape, we take on a support role 
and allow learning to unfold throughout a 
day. Sometimes this learning might mean 
children get a little wet, but it also means 
they get to test their limits and learn more 
about themselves and others. By not shying 
away from a large puddle this group of 
preschoolers showed us the type of thinking 
and collaboration that can move mountains.
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Each moment in a child’s life presents unique possibilities for learning.
Children continuously marvel at the wonders of the world, and through their

relentless pursuit to make discoveries they help us see the potential that
exists all around us. At London Bridge we beleive in the competencies of all
children and understand that when we support them in their growth today,

the possibilities for tomorrow are endless.
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