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At London Bridge we recognize that each child has their own approaches 
to learning that find their expression in different ways of participating.

 e all have moments in our lives when an idea 
 becomes crystal clear, and this moment becomes 
the story that captures our enthusiasm as we tell it again 
and again to share our understanding, like the day two 
toddlers showed me what learning looks like.

It was a holiday in a room usually full of toddlers, but on 
this day there were only two children. Abbey and I had 
drawn together for four months and I felt that I knew her 
really well. Connor on the other hand, had barely ever 
glanced in my direction and had certainly never accepted 
an invitation to draw with me. He liked to occupy himself 
with engineering activities, stacking and toppling toys all 
around the room.

So when I arrived in the morning Abbey joined me and 
began our drawing rituals while Connor played alone with 
some blocks. Abbey arranged the pillows on the couch, 
prepared the clipboard with paper, took a pen from the 
Educators’ desk, and took her spot on the couch where we 
draw together. Whenever we ran out of ideas we gave the 
pen to the other, watching to see what the other one would 
come up with.

We always asked for a turn and never touched the pen 
or paper while the other one was using it because these 
were the habits we developed so that we could draw with 

the freedom that comes from knowing we wouldn’t be 
disturbed. After a while we invited Connor to join us. 
Before I could ask Abbey to share the drawing rules with 
him, he adjusted the cushion, straightened the paper in 
the clipboard, and accepted the pen that was offered to 
him with a kind thank you. Not only had Connor watched 
and listened to our drawings sessions, he knew all of our 
drawing habits, and he respected them!

We often say that children see and hear everything, but it 
can be easy to forget that this tremendous attentiveness 
is not just a reason to be careful of what we say, but is also 
one of many ways that children learn. Children’s natural 
curiosity keeps them constantly engaged, often seemingly 
in many things at once, and I wonder how often we make 
assumptions about the value of that play?

At London Bridge we recognize that each child has their 
own approaches to learning that find their expression 
in different ways of participating. We support children’s  
instinct to engage in activities such as drawing in a variety 
of ways, knowing that all approaches to participation – 
hands on or actively watching and listening – are all the 
more valuable for being led by the learner.
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Drawing Conclusions with Toddlers

Children are born with an incredible curiosity and a natural ability to research 
the world around them. From the moment they are born, they seek to make 
meaning of it, to understand it more fully and they are relentless in their 
desire to investigate. At London Bridge, we understand that children have 
many questions about how the world works and instinctively explore their 
surroundings in order to find answers.


