
When the sun is shining everyone 
looks forward to being outside 

where the air is fresh, the grass is soft 
and there is space to move and run.  But 
after a rainfall the air is damp, the grass 
is soaked and most try to avoid the mud 
and the puddles.

After a storm has passed, we, as Early 
Childhood Educators, can sometimes 
enter the play yard and just see the work 
that needs to be done: drying off the 
slides, dumping out any containers that 
have filled with rainwater, and sweeping 
away the puddles formed on bicycle 
paths. 

But children can run past us and start 
doing their own work: the work of 
exploring ideas!  Immediately a pool of 
water in the sandbox gets investigated 
and quickly scooped into a pail using 
cups, pots and silver spoons.  A large 
bin of rainwater becomes a fishing hole 
complete with sticks for fishing poles. 
A puddle that snaked from one end of 
the yard to the other becomes a barrier 
that begs to be leapt over… and over and 

over again!  Sticks dipped in mud create 
“witches brew” when stirred around 
and around in containers of water, and 
logs get turned over to reveal squiggling 
worms that try to hide from the morning 
sun.

Children have an innate sense of 
curiosity. The natural world holds so 
many wonders that beckon for children 
to explore with all of their senses.  
When we as adults embrace the child’s 
desire to explore, we give value to 
their discoveries and ideas and allow 
individuality to flourish. 

At London Bridge, we believe that 
children naturally connect with the 
world around them. Nature inspires 
children to think, wonder, create and 
play in unique ways that are appropriate 
for all ages and stages of development.  
We feel fortunate to experience so many 
weather phenomena and the children 
remind us to embrace each snowflake, 
raindrop, cloud, or ray of sun for the 
learning opportunities they give us.
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Children are born with an incredible curiosity and a natural ability to 
research the world around them. From the moment they are born, they seek 
to make meaning of it, to understand it more fully and they are relentless in 
their desire to investigate. At London Bridge, we understand that children 
have many questions about how the world works and instinctively explore 
their surroundings in order to find answers. 

Celebrate ‘International Mud Day” on June 29th by getting outside and honouring the 
goodness that life brings when children connect with nature.
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