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At London Bridge we support infants’ Social Intelligence by giving them time and space to 
pursue their own thinking, by giving them vocabulary such as kind, helpful, and patient, to 
describe their social behaviour, and by sharing these moments with families and Educators.

Babies are born ready to develop strong relationships. 
Every day we are delighted to witness again and again 

how infants reveal their innate Social Intelligence in their 
exchanges with each other, their educators, their parents, 
and visitors. Sometimes when we see this drive to connect 
with others, time seems to stand still, like when Chloe had 
her first day with us in the infant room.

In a new environment and a room full of new faces, Chloe 
quickly noticed Abby who was sitting on a very large piece 
of paper. Chloe scooted over, climbed on to the paper, and 
turned to sit facing Abby. They looked at each other for 
a long hard moment before Abby picked up a toy horse 
and held it out to Chloe, inches from her face. There was 
a hesitation – looks were exchanged. What would Chloe 
make of this gesture? Was she being invaded or invited? 
How would she express her feelings to Abby? Chloe put 
her hand lightly on the horse and gently pushed it towards 
Abby. They both burst out into big smiles and continued 
what was now understood as an invitation to pass the horse 

back and forth in a game of offering, accepting and offering 
again. In this moment they began to lay the foundation of 
their friendship.

When we observe moments like these unfold we are 
reminded that infants’ are born with capabilities to help 
them thrive. These infants showed us their understanding 
of how to engage each other, their ability to negotiate, and 
their desire to be joyful in their time together. These infant 
social strategies thrive when adults recognise that infants 
already possess these capabilities and give them the 
unhurried time and space they need to grow.

At London Bridge we support infants’ Social Intelligence by 
giving them time and space to pursue their own thinking, 
by giving them vocabulary such as kind, helpful, and 
patient, to describe their social behaviour, and by sharing 
these moments with families and Educators. We delight 
in the wisdom of infants’ Social Intelligence because we 
believe that what you nurture, thrives.

The Social Intelligence of Infants

Learning happens best when children are engaged in something that is of interest to 
them and when they are with people that they love and trust. Close relationships are 
an integral part of learning. Children need to feel safe before they can experiment with 
ideas and engage in complex play. When children form strong emotional attachments to 
others they can develop the footing they need to confront challenges and they can be 
free to discover more about themselves and those around them.
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