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At London Bridge, we recognize the value of strong personal relationships 
and understand that these powerful connections help us to learn.

 n many of our child care environments, toddlers have 
 a long standing tradition of ‘going to the window’ to 
capture one last good-bye wave as their moms and dads 
hurry off to work. It is a practice that we as educators 
support and encourage and the parents always play along. 
Sometimes moms and dads go so far as to initiate a quick 
game of “peek-a-boo” through the glass, or perform a little 
dance on their way to the car. Anything to put that smile 
back onto their child’s face! As educators, we recognize 
that gathering at the window each morning helps our little 
ones cope with the sometimes difficult and emotionally 
charged transition from their parents’ arms to the busy 
world of a toddler room. For the toddlers, gathering at the 
window offers them a sense of security and togetherness 
– a place to experience a full range of emotions and to 
safely explore the concepts of empathy and compassion.

Like any special gathering place, the window offers 
toddlers an opportunity to investigate the many 
complexities of human relationships. It is here, gathered 
with their peers and educators, that children begin to piece 
together details about the people in their lives – where are 
they going? What are they doing? When are they coming 
back? As more children gather at the window, it becomes 
evident that there is much more at play here than simply 
exchanging greetings and good-byes. More often than 
not, windows and other special gathering spots are the 
places where young children begin to understand their 
relationships with others.

A gathering place offers children an environment where 
they can comfortably explore a wide range of emotions 

– excitement, sadness, worry, hesitation, laughter, joy. 
As educators we support them as they work through 
the process by offering children the time, recognition, 
acceptance, encouragement and understanding that they 
need to make sense of their feelings.

At London Bridge, we recognize the value of strong 
personal relationships and understand that these powerful 
connections help us to learn. Every classroom has its own 
special gathering place – maybe it is a window’s edge where 
toddlers can congregate, or perhaps it is a comfy space 
tucked away in a quiet corner of a preschool classroom. 
Either way, these places encourage human connections 
and reinforce the value of positive relationships. We give 
special consideration to our environments to ensure 
that they support developing relationships between the 
educators, children and families in each of our unique 
centre communities. At first glance, there may not be 
anything particularly special about that simple window in a 
toddler classroom. But when you introduce children to this 
setting, children who are intrigued by and engaged in the 
value of human connection – these very special gathering 
places emerge.

We hope that everyone who enters our learning 
environments has the opportunity to engage in the 
powerful relationship building experiences that just 
might happen at a window’s edge...
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A Special Gathering Place

Learning happens best when children are engaged in something that is of interest to 
them and when they are with people that they love and trust. Close relationships are 
an integral part of learning. Children need to feel safe before they can experiment with 
ideas and engage in complex play. When children form strong emotional attachments to 
others they can develop the footing they need to confront challenges and they can be 
free to discover more about themselves and those around them.


