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By recognizing these times of waiting and using them as opportunities for 
social learning, it not only nurtures the relationships in our classroom but 
has the potential to offer children rich learning experiences.

 f you have ever had to wait in line for something you 
 know the feeling when a minute can feel like an eternity. 
Waiting can be even more difficult for young children, 
especially when they don’t yet understand the concept of 
time. Whenever something new is offered to a group of 
children, most, if not all of them naturally want to have the 
first turn. This can sometimes be a stressful experience as 
we try to explain this idea of waiting patiently. As difficult 
as waiting can be, there are times when it is necessary 
and the concept of taking turns is an important one for 
young children to learn. If we can find ways to support this 
experience, while being respectful to all children involved, 
waiting may not seem quite so hard.

Recently, a group of 2.5 to 4 year old children were 
challenged with this idea of waiting when sketchbooks 
were introduced in their classroom. As each child was 
invited to draw, naturally a small group of children would 
begin to gather as they eagerly waited their turn. Rather 
than simply encouraging the other children to wait, the 
educators invited them to watch their peers, sharing with 
them what they notice about the child’s drawing. From this, 
a conversation begins to take place between the children 
as they ask questions and talk about what they are seeing 
in another child’s work. As a result, the group of observers 
become actively engaged in this experience and begin to 
take a genuine interest in the work of their peers. This idea 
of watching one another has also begun to spread to other 
areas of the classroom as the children will often set up their 

“watching chairs” in various places around the room or 
simply gather around to observe an experience taking place. 
As a result, the educators in this classroom have created 
a beautiful culture in which the children have shifted from 
expressing, “I want a turn” to “I want to watch.” As the 
children complete their turn, rather than leaving to explore 
elsewhere, they choose to stay and take the place of the 
observer.

Inviting the children to be active observers not only offers 
them the opportunity to become engaged in the work of 
their peers, but also respects the children who are having 
their turn as they don’t feel rushed to finish. It also creates 
opportunities for conversations to take place between the 
children as they share their work and inspire one another. 
The children begin to take a genuine interest in what others 
are doing and continue to develop strong relationships 
through these types of experiences. It is through these 
opportunities that social learning takes place and children 
begin to build on one another’s ideas.

At London Bridge we understand the value that these 
moments hold. We strive to offer children positive social 
interactions and create a culture in which they are able 
to learn from one another. By recognizing these times of 
waiting and using them as opportunities for social learning, 
it not only nurtures the relationships in our classroom but 
has the potential to offer children rich learning experiences.

Lindsay Sparkes, Early Childhood Educator
London Bridge Child Care Services Inc.

Creating Opportunities in 
Moments of Waiting

Learning happens best when children are engaged in something that is of interest to 
them and when they are with people that they love and trust. Close relationships are 
an integral part of learning. Children need to feel safe before they can experiment with 
ideas and engage in complex play. When children form strong emotional attachments to 
others they can develop the footing they need to confront challenges and they can be 
free to discover more about themselves and those around them.


