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Children have lots of ideas and when we give them the opportunity to try them 
out, amazing things can happen! If we were never encouraged to come up with 
creative solutions to problems, where would this world be?

 ave you ever noticed how often we tend to jump in 
 and solve children’s problems for them? As a mom, 
I know I do it all the time… not because I don’t think my 
children are capable of figuring things out, but because 
sometimes it’s just easier for me to do it or because I don’t 
want to see them struggle. I do it from a place of good 
intention, under the guise of being helpful. But when I 
stop and think about whether or not it actually is helpful 
and consider that I might actually be robbing them of the 
opportunity to demonstrate their own thinking, then I 
can’t be so quick to jump in. Children have lots of ideas 
and when we give them the opportunity to try them out, 
amazing things can happen! If we were never encouraged 
to come up with creative solutions to problems, where 
would this world be? Without a whole lot of creative 
thinking how would we ever have made the technological 
advancements we have?    

In my role as an Early Childhood Educator at London 
Bridge Child Care Services I had a moment a few months 
ago which reminded me how important it is to encourage 
creative thinking and idea building with the children in 
my classroom. Avery and several other children were 
painting with water colours. There was only one cup of 
water in which to rinse the brushes, making it difficult for 
all of them to have access to it. As Avery reached across 

the table to move the cup closer to her, the other children 
protested. I said “watch, I think Avery has an idea!” She 
then proceeded to pour water into the small dish-like 
groove in the paint pallet, a solution to sharing the water. 
One of the other children exclaimed “that was a great idea 
Avery!” and they all continued to paint. As I reflected on 
this moment I realized that I could simply have gotten 
another cup of water. Instead, by inviting the others to 
look and take notice of an idea as it was happening, it 
encouraged Avery to carry out her plan, her creative idea. 
Knowing that the ‘having of ideas’ is supported in our 
classroom may encourage others to take action on their 
ideas too. Not to mention, a boost to self esteem when 
ideas are acknowledged as great!

At London Bridge we think about the kind of culture 
we want to create in our classrooms, and about what 
we believe children deserve. Knowing this helps us 
recognize moments throughout our days as opportunities 
to consciously respond in a way that builds on what we 
envision and what we value. For example, we know we 
want to build classrooms filled with children who are idea 
generators and problem solvers and so, like in Avery’s 
story, we can point out and encourage ideas when we see 
them happening giving children the time to explore new 
ways of thinking.
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“That was a great idea, Avery!”

Each moment in a child’s life presents unique possibilities for learning. 
Children continuously marvel at the wonders of the world and through their 
relentless pursuit to make discoveries they help us to see the potential that 
exists all around us. At London Bridge we believe in the competencies of all 
children and understand that when we support them in their growth today, 
the possibilities for tomorrow are endless.


