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At London Bridge, we believe that we all share a responsibility to support and 
nurture children’s natural desire to be curious, to explore and to take time.

 s parents and caregivers of young children, most 
 of us can recall times when we were hurrying to get 
somewhere only to be stopped repeatedly by a toddler with 
deep fascination for a crack in the sidewalk. While these 
moments can seem frustrating, they also remind us that 
the world is an amazing place for learning.

I was reminded of this one morning when I headed out 
on a walk with a group of toddlers. Two year old Hazel 
stopped mere steps from our front door. She shouted 
with excitement, and pointed to a squirrel running across 
the lawn. We paused together along with the four other 
children in our group and carefully studied the squirrel’s 
movements. Before the squirrel was out of sight, Taren 
noticed a loud engine sound and knowingly asked, 
“Where’s the dump truck?” Our attention then turned 
towards the road as the children excitedly studied the large 
truck driving by. When I turned to see if we were ready 
to continue our walk I saw that Hazel and Jane had both 
discovered buds beginning to bloom on the bushes beside 
us and were gently exploring the branches. For 45 minutes 
the children continued to explore in this way until I noticed 
that we had walked less than half a block.

Often times as adults, our intention for walking is to get 
somewhere. Many of us have very busy lives filled with 
“to do” lists and endless places to rush off to. Sometimes 
it can feel as though we have so much to do and such little 
time to do it, that it can be frustrating when our children 
stop every two steps. For children however, the world 
is a different place. They move through their day using 
all of their senses in order to get to know our beautiful, 

intriguing world. As children soak in the rich sensory filled 
environments we introduce them to, their brains work 
at an amazing pace to make connections. Through this, 
children develop understandings that form the foundation 
for life long learning. Our youngest children connect 
sounds, tastes and smells with images and objects. When 
children notice patterns and symmetry in nature, they are 
exploring concepts that are important in mathematics. 
Important concepts such as cause and effect or one to one 
correspondence are developed when pebbles are gathered, 
counted and dropped to the ground or thrown into puddles. 
Self-help skills are nurtured when we allow toddlers the 
time to pull on their own boots and slide their arms into 
sleeves.

At London Bridge, we believe that we all share a 
responsibility to support and nurture children’s natural 
desire to be curious, to explore and to take time. We view 
our indoor and outdoor environments as teachers. We 
encourage children to explore the world around them at 
their own pace giving them the time they need to learn 
in a relaxed, joyful way. These slow and meaningful 
experiences help to foster a disposition in them to be 
stewards of the environment, developing an appreciation 
and respect for nature. By taking time and truly watching 
children, they can remind us what it is like to be a child 
again and to explore the world with wonder and curiosity. 
They remind us as parents and educators that heading down 
the same street again and again with our children can be 
much more than just a walk. It is an opportunity for children 
to learn about this vast world we are a part of.

Children are born with an incredible curiosity and a natural ability to research 
the world around them. From the moment they are born, they seek to make 
meaning of it, to understand it more fully and they are relentless in their 
desire to investigate. At London Bridge, we understand that children have 
many questions about how the world works and instinctively explore their 
surroundings in order to find answers.
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