
Have you ever been struck by just how 
incredibly gifted your child is?  I recall a 

time when my son, who was barely 26 months 
of age, asked, “Can we go to the elevator so 
that I can press the button with the number 
3 on it?”  I was shocked at his ability to string 
together such a clear and lengthy sentence 
while still only a toddler. I instantly thought 
my son must be the smartest kid on the face 
of the earth. 

This thought is not a unique one for a parent 
to have. 

As an Early Childhood Educator I have 
listened for over thirty years to countless 
parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles 
proclaim the unwavering brilliance of a child 
they love. They will proudly declare things 
like, “I can’t believe how smart he is!”, “She 
knows all her letters and numbers!”, “He is so 
clever!”, or “She remembers every page of her 
favourite book!”

What I have come to understand is that these 
adults are all right; children know more, feel 
more, understand more, communicate more 
and can do more than we often think….all 
children…not just our own. 

Recent research supports these claims of 
brilliance, showing us, for example, that:

•	 Newborns have the ability to almost 
effortlessly learn any of the world’s 
languages.  

•	 Infants can pick out their native tongue 
from a foreign one at just a few days old.

•	 Babies start to understand grammar 
by the age of 15 months, processing 
grammar and words simultaneously.

•	 Babies can count before they can talk. 

They also know which of two quantities is 
larger and can even do simple subtraction, 
all before they celebrate their first 
birthday

•	 Toddlers really do like to share. Even 
more surprising to most: they’re happiest 
when they can give up something they 
have for the sole purpose of sharing it with 
someone else.

•	 By the age of three, your toddler will 
have developed around 1,000 trillion 
connections between the cells in their 
brain, which is around twice as many as 
the average adult!

Whether you read the research or not, when 
you have a close loving relationship with a 
child, you see them differently. Perhaps this is 
why it’s so easy for adults to see the amazing 
attributes of children in their family– they are 
actually looking for them.

At London Bridge we build strong 
relationships and also keep current on 
child development research; we think both 
are critical to the healthy development of 
children. Close relationships enable us to see 
individual children for the unique person they 
are, and it makes spending time together a 
pleasure.  Research helps us to understand 
more about how children’s intelligence grows.  
Seeing children from a place of strength 
impacts how we interact with them, the 
expectations we set for them, and ultimately 
shapes how they come to see themselves.

There is much truth to the bold proclamations 
we hear about a child’s brilliance. Children 
are brilliant. They were born that way.  Our 
job, as adults and teachers, is to nurture 
that brilliance so that every child grows up 
knowing it, and believing it, too. 
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Go ahead and boast because, yes, your 
child is brilliant! 
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Learning happens best when children are engaged in something that is of 
interest to them and when they are with people that they love and trust. Close 
relationships are an integral part of learning. Children need to feel safe before 
they can experiment with ideas and engage in complex play. When children 
form strong emotional attachments to others they can develop the footing 
they need to confront challenges and they can be free to discover more about 
themselves and those around them.

Children know more, feel more, understand more, communicate more and can 
do more than we often think….all children…not just our own. 
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