
Children need, and deserve, a wide variety of experiences before they are ready to read 
and write. They need to explore language in multiple ways.

“A, B, C, D, E, F, G...”

Besides Happy Birthday, the ABC song 
is quite likely the most well known 

song among preschoolers. Perhaps it is our 
understanding of the importance of reading and 
writing that somehow gives the impression that 
this is an important song.

There is no doubt that early literacy 
development plays a huge role in children’s 
future achievement in school and in life. The 
relationship of literacy to economic, educational
and social success has been well documented.

While children learn to read and write in 
different ways, literacy begins the same way 
for all of us. From the moment we are born we 
begin the process of learning language with the
intense cry that says, “I am hungry”; the arms 
that go up into the air that say, “pick me up”; the 
spontaneous game of peek-a-boo that says, “I 
know how to play this game”. These are all
familiar ways for young children to 
communicate.

The foundation for literacy development is laid 
in the first three years of life, and reading and 
writing can only come after listening
and speaking. 

Children need, and deserve, a wide variety 
of experiences before they are ready to read 
and write. They need to explore language 
in multiple ways: through playful poetry 
and rhymes that help them focus on sounds, 
through music that helps with rhythm of 
speech, through storytelling and opportunities 
to ask questions, through drawing and making 
marks on a paper that become representations 
of an idea, through repitition and hearing 
the same book a hundred times so they can 
begin to recognize that words carry meaning, 
through a print rich environment that is 
pleasurable and meaningful to them.

There is no doubt that there can be great 
pressure to get children reading and writing as 
soon as possible.  But just as we need to learn 
to sit up before we can walk, children need 
abundant opportunities to set the foundation for
reading and writing.

At London Bridge we recognize that literacy 
development begins at birth. We understand 
the importance of including language and 
literacy experiences into every aspect of a
child’s day, and we know that developing a 
lifelong love of books sometimes involves 
chewing them first.
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Children are born with an incredible curiosity and a natural ability to 
research the world around them. From the moment they are born, they seek 
to make meaning of it, to understand it more fully and they are relentless in 
their desire to investigate. At London Bridge, we understand that children 
have many questions about how the world works and instinctively explore 
their surroundings in order to find answers. 


